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A drawing by Al Rose from a photograph of the Railway & 
‘ Locomotive Historical Society's special train on the Sierra 
| Railroad, May 30, 1948, taken on the high trestle just out- 
side of Sonora. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This issue again is an excursion number based upon the 
"Sonora Express" of the Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway 
& Locomotive Historical Society. We of "The Western Rail- 
roader" have long attempted to cooperate with excursions of 
all railfan groups. Of course we have special obligation 
to the Northern California Railroad Club by whom we are 
sponsored, and your editor is a member of both the Pacific 
Coast Chapter of the R&LHS and the Bay Area Electric Rail- 
road Association, We have brought out excursion issues 
for all of these groups as well as the Cal-Nevada and Rail» 
roadians, We trust we may continue this spirit of cooper- 
ation through 1950 and the years to come, 


This issue completes the twelfth year and Volume 12 of 
THE WESTERN RAILROADER which was started by Jack Gibson and 
the late Bill Darrough with the November issue of 1937--~ 
first issue being distributed at a meeting of the Northern 
California Railroad Club at the home of your editor on 
October 31, 1937. It is a long time and full of memories 
of railfan activities. We have seen times when the rail- 
roads gave really cheap fares-=-but then the money was hard 
to comeby too, 


Your editor would request one strictly personal observation, 
that while railfans can't expect the return of low fares which 
were once avilable, we can rightfully resent the failure of 
railroad management to measure up to the cooperation in the way 
of schedules, equipment and accomodations that they supplied 
back when they needed the business, By in large the smaller 
carriers have been most anxious to have the railfans, but the 
Class 1 roads have not always been "on the ball", Perhaps 
it is due to that injection of war-time take-it-or-leave-it 
that has driven so much charter work to busses and non-scheduled 
air lines, You only have to look at the schedules of pre-war 
trips and the number of post-war trips that have been by bus 
to know that something is wrong. Maybe conditions will 
improve, I certainly hope so. 


LATE FLASH: We understand that the R&LHS's engine "Bowker" 

was loaned by Republic Studios for use in a 
motion picture titled "Rock Island". Both the Bowker and 
Genoa are enroute from the Railroad Fair to the west coast 
and will lay-over at Portola for the celebration there. 
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THE PICKERING LUMBER COMPANY 


The lumber company at Standard City now known as the 
Pickering Lumber Company dates back prior to the organization 
of the Standard Lumber Company in 1902 when the holdings of 
$.S. Bradford consisting of the Empire Saw Mill and a door 
factory in Sonora were acquired, The Sonora factory and 
the mills were connected by a rail system consisting of the 
Sugar Pine Railway and the Empire City Railway. The Sugar 
Pine Railway operated over the Sierra Railway between Sonora 
and Ralph, 9 miles, thens over 15 miles of its own road from 
Ralph to Lyons Dam, This line was, of course, standard 
gauge and its equipment in 1909 consisted of two 50-ton 
locomotives and 40 steel flat cars, 

At Lyons Dam connection was made with the narrow gauge 
line of the Empire City Railway which ran a distance of about 
12 miles, touching at the Empire Mill and having its terminus 
at the Cold Spring Mill. This line was 30-inch gauge and in 
1909 the equipment consisted of 4 locomotives and about 70 
carse 

At a later date the narrow gauge line was abandoned and 
today only brief remains such as the box car off its trucks 
at Ralph are to be seen. Al Rose described the Empire City 
line in a letter to your editor in 1943 as follows: "I've 
always been interested in the Empire City, and I must have 
several dozen photos of the remains of this line. The Empire 
City started right at Lyons Dam (Although several years ago 
when looking for it, I spent almost a whole day finding it) 
with an incline almost a mile long. A few of the ties, and 
a short trestle are all that remain near this incline, The 
road then ran along a ridge for about three miles to Saints 
Rest, here there is a junction with several branches, no doubt 
used for hauling logs to the mill. At this place there are 
many ties in position, From Saints Rest the line continues 
east to the top of the next incline, This incline must have 
been a good mile long also, Some of thetimbers still remain 
on the trestle at the top. Most of the before mentioned parts 
of the Empire City are easily reached by the Sonora Pass road, 
I have also made two trips down to what local residents call 
Empire Flats which was the location of the main mill, The 
remains of the two stall engine house may be seen here, The 
remains are not much though for it looks as though the building 
collapsed under the snow one winter," 

The standard gauge line was extended as time went on 
up the canyon to Strawberry and after the area was logged 
out the line was cut back to Lyons Dam, The present line 
runs northeasterly out of Lyons Dam. Al Rose's letter states 
about this line: "A very good friend of mine is firing on the 
Pickering at present. Some of the stories he tells about the 
line don't sound possible, For instance one place--six miles 
from the nearest CCC fire road--the Pickering line rambles round 
& giant granite cliff known as the "peeled onion", where there 


| is a sheer droop of 1000 feet below the track, What I wouldn't 


give for a shot of a lumber train on that stretch of track. 
This fireman also says in the same locality they have large 
boulders chained to trees so they will not roll into the trains", 


A later letter from Al Rose after he had riden the line 
confided that the fireman had exaggerated the picture, but 
that the line exceeded any other railroading to be found in 
the State of California, Many requests by movie companies 
for permission to use the line for motion picture work have 


been denied as was the request of the R&LHS to travel over 
the road, 


Continued on page six 
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Locomotives of the PICKERING LUMBER COMPANY 





No,--type---builder--no,.---date----disposal---notes 


1 shay Lima 1745 1910 sold San Viciente Lumber (1) 
1 heisler Heisler in service 

2 shay Lima 2296 1910 sold Hobbs Wall & Co #4 (2) 
2 ‘heisler Heisler 1918 in service ex-Hetch Hetchy #2 
3 shay Lima 2297 1910 in service ex-Sugar Pine #3 
4 heisler Heisler 1269 1913 sold '43 Atkinson Co (4) 

5 heisler Heisler 1268 1913 in service (5) 

6 shay Lima 1921 in service (6) 

7  heisler Heisler 1105 1906 sold '43 Atkinson Co (7) 

7 shay Lima 2402 1911 in service (73) 

8 heisler Heisler 1036 1899 sold West Side Lor #8 (8) 

10 heisler Heisler 1252 1912 in service (9) 

ll shay Lima 788 1903 sold Verdi Lbr #11 (10) 

ll shay Lima in service (11) 

12 shay Lima 789 1903 in service (12) 


14 4-4-0 Baldwin 5851 1882 scrapped 1938 (13) 
33. shay Lima 3180 1922 in service (14) 


Sotes: 


(1) later Nibley Stoddard #1, leased to Davies Johnson Lumber 
and California Fruit Exchange, finally scrapped, 
(2) now scrapped 
(3) ex-Sugar Pine Railway #3 
(4) ex-Sugar Pine Railway #4, 18x16-40-200-34000-170000 
(5) 18x16-40-200-34000-170000 
(6) ex Hetch Hetchy R.R. #6, 133x15-36-200-35100-198200 
(7) ex-Dempsey Lumber Co. (Washington) #1. 
(74) ex-Champion Lumber Co, 80, formerly Fruit Growers #5, Mc 
Cloud River RR #17. 143§x15-36-200-40450-180000 
(8) ex-Sierra Ry #9, Pur. '23, 16-3/4x14-40-160-20000-100000 
(9) ex-Blue Jay Lumber (West Virginia) 
(10) ex-Sierra Ry 11, pur. 1918, sold by Verdi to Clover Valley 
Lumber #11, 12x12-36-180-21500, 
(11) ex-Forrest Lumber Co, 
(12) ex-Sierra Ry 12, pur, 1924, 143x12-36-180-29100 
(13) ex-Sierra Ry 4, pur. 1917, formerly Northern Pacific 99. 
used at West Side Mill, Toulumne. 17x24-62-145-13790-80000,. 
114) ex-Hammond Lumber Co. 33, pur. 1944, 144x15-36-40400-200000, 


' Locomotives of the SUGAR PINE RAILWAY 





| No. type Builder No, date Disposal 


climax Climax #746 3/1906. Disposal unknown 


i 1 

| 2 shay Lima #2296 3/1910 sold Hobbs, Wall & Co #4 
3 
4 


shay Lima #2297 4/1910 sold Pickering Lbr. Co. #3 
heisler Heisler #1269 3/1913 sold Pickering Lbr. Co. #4 


courtesy G. M. Best 


PICTURES ON OPPOSITE PAGE 





All Pickering Lumber Company engines taken at Standard City 
Top = Number 6, a three truck shay geared engine, 
Middle - Number 5, a three truck heisler geared engine. 
Bottom - Number 4, a two truck heisler geared engine, 
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PICKERING LUMBER COMPANY - from page three 


The mill at Standard City was built to replace mills on 
the narrow gauge and the door factory at Sonora and the stand- 
ard gauge line uses only a mile or so of Sierra Railroad line 
to Ralph. The name of the company was changed when the 
Pickering Lumber Company was organized. It was a large hold- 
ing company of the 1920's and held a number of mills including 
the West Side mill at Toulumne, For a time both mills were 
operated under the Pickering name, Engines 8 and 14 on the 
roster were operated at Toulumne in switching service, The 
West Side's narrow gauge equipment was also lettered Pickering 
during this time, With the 1929 crash the Pickering empire 
fell and the mills were closed down for a number of years. 

he Toulumne mill went back to the West Side Lumber Company, 
but the Standard City mill re-opened as the Pickering Lumber 
Corporation, The engines carried a picture of a pick ina 
circle to show the Pickering (pick-ring) ownership, The 
line has operated almost every year::save one when the mill 
burned. There are some reports that only a few years of 
timber still remain and that the railroad will be abandoned, 
but that remains to be seen. 


DIESELS ON CAL WESTERN The two new diesel-electric locomotives 
on the California Western Railroad 
have taken over the main line haul putting all but one 
steam engine out of service, The two 660 h.p. engines 
have been numbered 51 and 52. On the Willets freight 
they run Multiple Unit nose to nose with an engineer--but no 
fireman--in each cab. The one steamer in service is the 14, 
2-6-2T, which is used in switching service at Ft Bragg.-Gibson, 


COAST REDWOOD SELLS ENGINE The Coast Redwood Company at 

Fairhaven, California, has sold 
its engine number 102, a 0-6-0 gas switcher, which has been 
shipped to Portland, bregon. The 101, a 0-4-0 gas switcher, 
is still at Fairhaven though not in use. -- Stan Borden 





OREGON, CALIFORNIA & EASTERN STRIKE-BOUND The 13 operating 

employees of the 
Oregon, California & Eastern Railroad went on strike August 
29th in a dispute between the company and the Conductors, 
The line runs between Klamath Falls and Bly, 65 miles, all 
in Oregon, 





CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS & SUBTRACTIONS The last issue should 
be corrected in that 

the Quincy Railroad engine house is at Quincy. --- Just to make 

it clear again, the Clover Valley trip was cancelled. --- We 

too were crossed up by the change in date for the Cal-Nevada 

Napa Valley trip; the CNRHS blames the SP and viceversa,. Another 

reason for better tnter-club relations, --- 


RAILFAN ORGANIZATION MEETINGS: Following are the regular 
meeting dates and places of 





the local railfan groups: 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB: Third Saturday evening, 
Southern Pacific depot, 3rd & Townsend, San Francisco 

PACIFIC COAST CHAPTER R&LHS: Fourth Friday evening, Marine 
Engineer's Hall, Ferry Building, San Francisco 

BAY AREA ELECTRIC RAILROAD ASS'N: First Friday evening, 
Hotel Shattuck, Alliston & Shattuck, Berkeley 

CAL-NEVADA R.R. HISTORICAL SOCIETY: (We don't have the date) 
East Oakland Branch, Oakland Public Library, Oakland. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC LOCOMOTIVE ROSTER CHANGES 





The S.P. has gone back to "vacating" locomotives, that is 
placing them in storage out of service and later dismantling 
them when shop labor is available, The following engines 
have been "Vacated": 


1123, 1128, 1137, 1196, 1248, 1654, 1748, 1762, 1780, 2298, 
2322, 2437, 2507, 2624, 2736, 2919, 2932, 2942, 2950, 4032, 


The following have been dismantled: 


2294 4-6-0 Sacramento Shops 7-26-49 
4043 4-8-8-2 Brooklyn Shops 8-20-49 


The following Electro-Motive Class DEF-4 freight diesels were 
placed in service during August: 6154 through 6164, 


Returned to Central California Traction: CCT 30, CCT 32 (diesels) 
at Stockton 8/1 and 8/10 respectively. 

Returned from T&NO at El Paso: 1424 and 1426 on 8-24-49, 

Returned from N.W.P. at Schellville 3211 on 8-2-49, 

Leased to NWP at Schellville: 1730 on 8-27-49 and 3203 on 8-2-49, 


-- DAVE JOSLYN 


TRANSIT PATTERN 


SAN FRANCISCO STREET RAILWAY NOTES : The abandonment of the 
California Street port- 
ion of the "C" line of the Municipal Railway was posponed to 
the 24th of September; and when the end came car 610 made the 
last run, --- The Cal Cable strike ended September 26th 
when the company and the city agreed to submit a plan for the 
city to acquire the lines for $150,000 to the voters in November, 
Meantime the AFL carmen will get their $1.50 per hour paid in 
part from $25,000 loaned out of the union's welfare fund, The 
head of the CIO carmen has filed a "taxpayers" suit to bar the 
election, He has denied charges that the suit was filed to 
keep the Cal Cable's AFL crews from becoming Muni employees. 


SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY NOTES: The San Bernardino Shops of the 

Santa Fe shopped its last steam 
locomotive September 15th when 3833 emerged following an over- 
haul, The shops are now completely devoted to diesel overhaul. 
Major steam overhaul will be done at Albuquerque N.M,. and Cleburne 
Texas, === The trolley R.P.O. commemoration event on the. Pacific 
Electric San Bernardino railway post office August 6th saw over 
5000 covers handled. --=- Santa Fe is operating four new EMD diesels 
(Nos 37-40) in passenger service through San Bernardino and more 
freight diesels are seen every day. --~ JACK WHITMEYER 








S.P.& S. WRECK KILLS THREE Three trainmen were killed when 


two freights on the Oregon Tpunk 
Line of the Seattle, Portland & Spokane Railroad uiitied.” A 


four-unit diesel locomotive No, 440, southbound with 101 cars 


| for California points, collided on a roc curve five mile 
north of Shearar bridge with a local fretene headed by a 2-82 
steam locomotive No, 3128, which was rolling northward from 
Bend with 24 cars. The engines toppled half way down a 100 
foot slope to the Deschutes river, 21 railroad cars were 


Scattered in wild confusion, three crushed almost b d 
identification. - Oregonian’ silliiaia 
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